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y best - and contorted with cyanide

DEATH-PACT SURVIVORS
TELL OF JUNGLE HELL

JONES - hospital ultimatum.

THE VICTIMS of the People’s Temple
suicide still lay dressed in their Sunday
best clothes and contorted by cyanide
poisoning in a grotesque tableau yes-
terday.

Most of the dead lay near the altar end of
the meeting house at the church commune.
They had died there after queuing up for a
deadly cocktail of a purple soft drink and
cyanide. )

In the middle of the arena of death was
. the American sect’s leader Jim Jones, lying
on his back with a bullet hole in his head.

More bodies were draped over the altar.
Many had fallen in groups, their arms wrap-
ped around each other. In some places,
there were so many bodies it was not poss-
ible to see the ground.

This was the picture at the People’s Tem-
ple commune at Jonestown. It was there on
Saturday that American Congressman Leo
Ryan and four others were gunned down
and later hundreds of followers of evangel-

Jim Jones joined a suicide pact.

Hundreds more, perhaps more than 500,
fled into the jungle. The commune is in
Savannah grassland, but-it is surrounded by
hostile jungle and heavy brush. One visitor
got lost after penetrating only 150 metres.

Locals say it is impossible for the missing
Temple people to survive for very long
without food and water, although there are
some villages in the area where they may
find shelter.

GRIM

The problem of finding them is compli-
cated by the lack of accurate information on
the numbers who were living in the settle-
ment.

Back in the commune, the authorities
were carrying out the grim task of trying to
solve the mysteries still surrounding the
bizarre incident and to identify the bodies
which are putrefying after being exposed to
the tropical sun.

So far, about half of the 409 bodies found

Jones ‘dying of cancer’

JONES was seriously ill and had
promised to enter a hospital for
tests after Mr Ryan’s visit to the
settlement, Jones’ doctor has
said.

“Linsisted he go into the hospital,”
Dr Carlton Goodlet said in San Fran-
cisco. I gave him the ultimatum last
week that our friendship depended
on his going into the hospital.”

Goodiet, who also publishes a
group of black newspapers and said
he saw Jones in August, would not
discuss his patient’s symptoms and
said he had not made a diagnosis.

Donald Freed, a writer who visited

have been identified. “We keep finding
bodies in isolated places,” said Guyana's
crime chief Skip Roberts.

A handful of the missing hundreds have
turned up. Five young people aged between
12 and 20 were found by an army patrol
after living in the Jungle since Saturday.
They apparently escaped from the airfield
where Congressman Ryan was gunned
down.

When troops moved into the remote
commune 190 kilometres from
Georgetown they found about 30 automatic
rifles and thousands of rounds of ammuni-
tion.

Police said large quantities of cash,
perhaps totalling one million U.S. dollars,
had also been discovered.

Grover Davis and Miss Hyacinth Parsh,
both in their 70's, escaped. Mr Davis hid in
a hole in the ground and Miss Parsh prob-
ably missed death because she was ill in bed
at the time.

Odell Rhodes, 36, a former
teacher, was one of the few to escape
from inside a ring of armed guards
who surrounded the commune during
the last moments before the poisor
ing began.

the jungle compound - also in August
said Jones told him was terminally ill.
possibly with cancer.

It appeared Jones may have sub-
consciously linked his own fate with
that of his religious settlement—
breeding an atmosphere of doom
among its residents, he said.

DESTROY
Goodlet said Jones was ““distressed™
about the illness.

““He knew so much depended on
his good health. The whole idea of the

settlement was built around his .

availability.”
Freed, who said he was chosen by
Jones to write a book about the San

Francisco-based sect. said: “*No one
ever linked the death of the group to
his personal health.”

The 1.100 Jonestown residents
were living with a “sicge mentality™
because of alleged attempts to des-
troy their settlement.

He claimed fear of destruction and
perhaps infiltration by the CIA prob-
ably provoked the ambush in which
Mr Ryan and four others died.

The residents believed a campaign
against the cult by a group called
Concerned Families was driving their
leader to his death, Freed said.

Concerned Families is an organiza-
tion of relatives and friends of sect

members. Members of the group
were with Ryvan last week.

A ot of people plaved a part in
the final madness. including the
American Embassy.” he said.

" “The embassy co-operated with
the most obnoxious clement in the
Concerned  Families group. The

- Amcerican Embassy knew there were

to be attacks on Jonestown and did
nothing.

He said Jones came within inches
of being assassinated in August—and
the shots were by Americans “*a pro-
fessional assassin who was in touch
with the American Embassy in
Georgetown,” he said.

Mr Rhodes said the settlement
doctor and nurses prepared the
poison which was distributed, starting
with the babies who had the liquid
squirted in their mouths.

One woman who said the babies
should be spared was shouted down,
Mr Rhodes said. **Most of the people
more or less did it willingly,” he
added.

But Mr Davis said that some peo-
ple drank the poison at gun point.
Officials said the poison probably
took about five minutes to kill.

Mr Rhodes also said the plan to kill
Congressman Ryan and then commit
suicide had been rehearsed.
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KLM Royal Dutch Airlines
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